Accommodations Fact Sheet
for Smarter Balanced Testing

from the San Mateo County Office of Education

What are Smarter Balanced tests?

The Smarter Balanced tests are part of a broader program that is replacing the previous STAR tests. These new
end-of-year exams were designed around Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts/Literacy and
Mathematics and are intended to measure real-world skills and readiness for college and career. Instead of
multiple-choice, paper-based tests, Smarter Balanced is computer based and will better assess students'
analytical writing, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills.

What kinds of supports and accommodations will be available during testing?

Accessibility is a core principle of the Smarter Balanced assessments, and the testing guidelines outline three
categories of resources that will ensure schools can meet the needs of all students:

f 8QLYHUVDO DFFHVVLELOLW\ WRROV ZLOO EH DYDLODEOH WR DOC
paper, a thesaurus, and digital notepads.

f '"HVLIJQDWHG VXSSRUWYV ZLOO EH DYDLODEOH WR VWXGHQWY RQ I
personnel identify a need. These supports include a translated pop-up glossary, magnification, and
color contrast and overlay, among many others.

t $FFRPPRGDWLRQVY DUH DYDLODEOH WR VWXGHQWYV LI WKH\ DUH V
, (3 RU SODQ 7KHVH DFFRPPRGDWLRQV LQFOXGH %UDLOOH %
text-to-speech, among others.

The majority of students in Special Education will take the Smarter Balanced tests, although students with
VLIQLILFDQW GLVDELOLWLHV DERXW ZLOO EH DEOH WR WDNH DQ DO\

For more information on the specific accommodations available, please refer to the Smarter Balanced Assessment
&RQVRUWLXP VXSSRUW SDJH KWWS ELW O\ GYKJRY RU WKH $FFHVVLE
(GXFDWLRQ KWWS ELW O\ .R7 G’

How can | help my child prepare for testing?

~ Get information on the supports and accommodations available for the Smarter Balanced assessments,
\/ DQG ZRUN ZLWK \RXU VWXGHQW V ,(3 WR PDNH VXUH WKRVH WRROV
opportunity to practice with those tools before he or she begins the assessment.

~ [HDUQ ZKLFK SODWIRUP \RXU VWXGHQW ZLOO EH XVLQJ WR FRPSOH
\/ &KURPHERRN HWEF DQG PDNH VXUH KH RU VKH LV DEOH WR SUDEFV
on the same platform.

~~ Familiarize yourself with the Common Core standards your student will be tested on. This will make it
\/ much easier to support your student in his or her schoolwork and homework and also enable you to

have more informed discussions with your student's teacher.
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