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What are Smarter Balanced tests? 

The Smarter Balanced tests are part of a broader program that is replacing the previous STAR tests. These new 
end-of-year exams were designed around Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts/Literacy and 
Mathematics and are intended to measure real-world skills and readiness for college and career. Instead of 
multiple-choice, paper-based tests, Smarter Balanced is computer based and will better assess students' 
analytical writing, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills. 

What kinds of supports and accommodations will be available during testing?

Accessibility is a core principle of the Smarter Balanced assessments, and the testing guidelines outline three 
categories of resources that will ensure schools can meet the needs of all students:

�� �‡�����8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�D�O���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���W�R�R�O�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���W�R���D�O�O���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����7�K�H�V�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���V�X�F�K���D�V���V�F�U�D�W�F�K��
     paper, a thesaurus, and digital notepads. 

�� �‡�����'�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���W�R���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���R�Q���D���F�D�V�H���E�\���F�D�V�H���E�D�V�L�V���Z�K�H�Q�H�Y�H�U���V�F�K�R�R�O���� ��
     personnel identify a need. These supports include a translated pop-up glossary, magnification, and 
     color contrast and overlay, among many others. 

�� �‡�����$�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���W�R���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���L�I���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�H�G���L�Q���D�Q���,�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���3�U�R�J�U�D�P��
�� �����������,�(�3�����R�U�����������S�O�D�Q�����7�K�H�V�H���D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���%�U�D�L�O�O�H�����$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���6�L�J�Q���/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�����D�Q�G��
     text-to-speech, among others. 

The majority of students in Special Education will take the Smarter Balanced tests, although students with 
�V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���G�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�����D�E�R�X�W�����������Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���W�D�N�H���D�Q���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W����

For more information on the specific accommodations available, please refer to the Smarter Balanced Assessment 
�&�R�Q�V�R�U�W�L�X�P���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���S�D�J�H�����K�W�W�S�������E�L�W���O�\�����G�Y�K�J�R�Y�����R�U���W�K�H���$�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\���S�D�J�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���R�I��
�(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����K�W�W�S�������E�L�W���O�\�����.�R�7���G�'����

How can I help my child prepare for testing? 

 Get information on the supports and accommodations available for the Smarter Balanced assessments, 
�� �D�Q�G���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���\�R�X�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�
�V���,�(�3���W�R���P�D�N�H���V�X�U�H���W�K�R�V�H���W�R�R�O�V���D�U�H���O�L�V�W�H�G�����(�Q�V�X�U�H���\�R�X�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���K�D�V���D�Q��
 opportunity to practice with those tools before he or she begins the assessment. 

�� �/�H�D�U�Q���Z�K�L�F�K���S�O�D�W�I�R�U�P���\�R�X�U���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���X�V�L�Q�J���W�R���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���W�K�H���D�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�����L�3�D�G�����O�D�S�W�R�S����
�� �&�K�U�R�P�H�E�R�R�N�����H�W�F���������D�Q�G���P�D�N�H���V�X�U�H���K�H���R�U���V�K�H���L�V���D�E�O�H���W�R���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���W�H�V�W���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���V�F�K�R�R�O�Z�R�U�N��
 on the same platform. 

 Familiarize yourself with the Common Core standards your student will be tested on. This will make it 
 much easier to support your student in his or her schoolwork and homework and also enable you to 
 have more informed discussions with your student's teacher. 
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